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Wayland, Massachusetts. 
November 14, 1934. 


be Oa naa Shaw, dene 
Massachusetts. 
Dear Mr, Shaw: 

The Trustees of the Wayland Public Library have heard 
that you have recently been confined to the house. We, the 
Board of Trustees, feel that we have the right as representatives 
of all usersof the Library, to express to you the sympathy and 
hopes of all those users for a speedy return to the best of health. 
Many of those users have some knowledge of the extent to which 
their pleasure in the use of the Library is the result of the ae 
care and attention you have given to the choice of books for the — 
Iibrary. We, the Trustees, imow that we cannot begin to 
express inwrds our realization of the obligation which the 
Library has owed to you over the many years when officially, and — 
unofficially, you have been making this Library what it is. We 
should have been glad at any time of an opportunity to let you. 
know how we feel, and also to let you know that we have had other 
users of the Library outside the Trustees indicate that they would — 
like to feel that the Board on their behalf is doing something 
to convey its sympathy to you in your illness and is passing on 
to you their hopes that your health will soon be tmimpared. 


Sincerely yours, 
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The Trustees of the Wayland Free Public Library would 
express their sense of the irreparable loss the Library has 
sustained in the death of Mr. Francis Shaw on February 9, 1935. 
While active in all the best interests and general welfare of — 
the town, and ready to further any commendable cause, his chief 
interest centred in the Town Library. Here his love of books 
found a congenial field of activity. A Trustee for twenty- 
four years, he was a leading spirit in the Library's develope~ 
ment, and eager to enhance its value and usefulness in every 
way. This interest was not confined to the Library's literary 
functions, but extended to practical care and beautifying of 
its physical features. No detail was too trivial or sordid to _ 
escape his attention, and our beautiful library building from 
esllar to roof exhibits results of his care and munificence. 

in addition to his activities as Trustee, during its full 
period he filled the office of Treasurer of the Library Funds, 
with its exacting duties, entailing many calls upon his ties 
and patience. 

This interest never failed during his life. After ceasing 
to hold the office of Trustee he continued until his ‘death, to 
select and purchase the books as agent of the Book Purchasing 
Committee, and to hold himself ready to aid in any way, the 
Library's well-being. 

A liberal bequest to the Library by lr. Shaw will continue 
these benefactions indefinately, and the fund to bear his name | 
will be a perpetual reminder of his interest, assiduity and 


public spirit. 
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